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A Personal Introduction
Heinrich L. Wirz

In memory of the Swiss killed in action, wounded, missing, and captured
in the American Civil War as well as the deadliest day in the history of
the United States of America, the battle at Antietam Creek near
Sharpsburg, Maryland, fought on 17 September 1862.

For the first time, this study presents biographical data on l 06 men who
were of Swiss nationality or descent, and who participated in the
American Civil War. Most of these men were officers. The American
Civil War froml861 to 1865 has largely been forgotten in Switzerland.
The significance of the war is often overlooked including its sociopolitical impact as well as its military strategic, operational, and tactical
importance. This study presents data relating to important Swiss military
personnel. At the 150 th anniversary of the beginning of the conflict in
2011, a few newspaper articles in Switzerland appeared discussing the
war's outbreak, and the reasons for the war, including a discussion of the
Swiss participants in the conflict. The newspaper Aargauer Zeitung of 9
April 2011 or the Bund of 13 November 2011 carried interesting articles
on these topics. Many Swiss know little about the United States and the
three major wars fought on its own soil, including the American Civil
War--also known as the War of Secession and the War Between the
States--and its context. The Swiss have the same level of understanding
relating to the War of 1812 between Great Britain and the United States
in which the United States' Capitol building as well as the Executive
Mansion were burned. This war was featured in an article in the Neue
Ziircher Zeitung of IO September 2012 .. The American Revolution or
War of Independence took place from 1775 to 1783, which was fought
between the thirteen American Colonies and Great Britain, seems to be
somewhat better known. That war included the Declaration of
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Independence of 1776 as well as the military career of George
Washington (1732- 1799), commander-in-chief of the Continental Army
and later first president of the United States of America.

Switzerland, the United States, and the Relationship of the "Sister
Republics"
In his book The Sister Republics, James H. Hutson explains how the
United States and Switzerland were interrelated in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Johann Rudolph Valltravers (1723- ca. 1815), a
scholar and city councilor of Biel, Switzerland, wrote to Benjamin
Franklin (1706-1790) in 1778. The Swiss proposed an alliance, a
"lasting Foundation of Friendship of the two Sisters, the 13 republican
states ofN. America, and of Switzerland." After the First World War, the
terms "Sister Republics" were forgotten and occasionally replaced by
"Sister Democracies." When Switzerland celebrated the 700 th
anniversary of its founding in 1991, the U.S. Library of Congress revived
the terms "Sister Republics" by using it in an exhibit and by the
publication of James H. Hutson's book.
Familial and Professional Relations to America
I do not consider myself to be an expert on all matters relating to the
United States, but I am very much connected to that nation by familial
and professional ties. I have visited all parts of that country numerous
times, and I have also lived with Americans who helped me understand
their nation better. Besides getting to know the American world view, I
also came to value American hospitality and generosity. Two greatuncles on my mother's side and two uncles with the name of Lauener
from Laterbrunnen, from Canton Bern migrated to the United States in
the nineteenth and twentieth century from the Bernese Oberland
(Highland). I still have personal contact with their third-generation
offspring. These relatives told me about the guidebook written by my
great-grandfather, the mountain guide Jacob Lauener (1824- 1888). His
descendants brought this cultural treasure with them when they moved
from Ohio to Texas and then to California. The book was brought back
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to Switzerland in 2012.
I have also worked for twelve years in a
multinational computer science company with its main office in the
United States.
My great-grand uncle on my father's side, Hartmann Heinrich
Wirz, came from Zurich, and my interest in him has led me to become
familiar with American history, especially the Civil War. With the
Society for Military-Historical Study Tours (Gesellschafl fiir
Militaerhistorische Studienreisen--GMS), under the direction of Robert
Treichler, I participated in two exciting, eventful and extensive study
tours in the style of a "staff ride." One trip followed the path of the War
of 1812, the other that of the Civil War which included visits to many
battlefields and historically significant places. As a descendant of a
participant in the Civil War, I joined the veteran organization Military
Order of the Stars and Bars (MOS&B) and in 1995 was made an
Alabama Honorary Colonel by then Governor Forrest Hood "Fob"
James. In 1997 I met the legendary South Carolina Republican and
retired U.S. Major General, Strom Thurmond (1902-2003). In 1998 I also
met Senator John McCain, Republican from Arizona, on the occasion of
the opening of the National Prisoner-of-War Museum in Andersonville,
Georgia. In 1993 and 2011, I attended the Sunday School for adults held
by President James Earl "Jimmy" Carter that was followed by a sermon
in the Baptist Church of Plains, Georgia, President Carter's hometown.
On the second trip, I was accompanied by my "aide-de-camp" and coauthor Florian A. Strahm.

Personal Ties between the United States and Switzerland
Americans are always impressed when they hear of the many
achievements of Swiss who migrated to their country, but their
achievements seem to be largely forgotten . One of the best-known cars in
the United States, the Chevrolet, was the brain child of Louis Chevrolet
(1878- 1942) of La Chaux-de-Fonds, who was an automobile
manufacturer at the beginning of the twentieth century. John Krilsi
( 1843- 1899) from the Appenzell Canton worked with Thomas Alva
Edison on the invention of the first phonograph. An important book on
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the contributions of the Swiss is Helmut Stalder's Verkannte Visioniire 24 Schweizer Lebensgeschichten [Neglected Visionaries - 24 Swiss
Biographies]. The book also deals with the life of Othmar Ammann
(1879- 1965) who built the monumental George Washington Bridge over
the Hudson River, the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, and the Verrazano
Narrows Bridge, which is has a central span of 4,248 feet high and was
the world's longest suspension bridge when it was completed in 1962.
Albert Gallatin ( 1761- 1849) from Geneva is probably the most
notable Swiss American. He founded the town of New Geneva in
Pennsylvania, was elected to the House of Representatives in 1796, and
served as the Secretary of the Treasury from 180 l to 1814 in the
administrations of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. Gallatin cut
the public debt in half and lowered taxes and expenditures. He was
United States ambassador in Paris from 1816 to 1823 and in London from
1826 to 1827. The Swiss also served as president of the National Bank
and was a co-founder of New York University. His statue before the
Finance Ministry building in Washington, D.C., carries the inscription
GENIUS OF FINANCE. We might also mention Herbert C. Hoover
(1874- 1964), the thirty-first President of the United States (1929- 1933).
He was a descendant of the Andreas Huber family of Oberkulm, in the
Aargau Canton who had migrated to British North America in the
eighteenth century.
There are numerous lesser-known people of Swiss descent,
featured for instance in Prominent Americans of Swiss Origin edited by
Albert Bartholdi (1881 - 1954), or in Small Number - Big Impact, edited
by Bruno Abegg and Barbara Luthy. In 2010 David Vogelsanger wrote
the article "Der Maler und sein General [The Painter and His General]"
in the newspaper Weltwoche that deals with Franz Buchser ( 1828- 1890)
who did portraits of General Robert E. Lee ( 1807- 1870) and General
William T. Sherman (1820- 1891 ). Both portraits are on display in the
Swiss Embassy in Washington DC.
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Swiss in the Civil War
The list of names assembled in this study have resulted from my
research relating to Captain Henry Wirz ( 1823- 1865), my great-grand
uncle, who served as Assistant Adjutant General in the Confederate
Army. From 1864 to 1865, he was also the commander of the prisonerof-war compound, Camp Sumter, at Andersonville, Georgia, the most
noted and also most controversial prison of the war. My first publication
about him is found in the annual report of the Ritterhaus-Assocation in
Orikon-Stafa with the title "Captain Henry Wirz: Zilrich 1823 Washington 1865." My overview of the Civil War concentrated on wellknown Swiss participants including Major Emil Frey and Ferdinand
Lecomte, the Brigadier Generals John D. Imboden, Hermann Lieb, Felix
K. Zollicoffer, and Jakob Stampfli. The names of Swiss involved in the
Civil War are found in Marianne Derron Corbellari's M.A. thesis "Au
service des republiques soeurs" and in a chapter by David Auberson on
the Civil War in his 2012 book Ferdinand Lecomte 1826- 1899. Un
Vaudois temoin de la guerre de Secession.
In 2006 and 2011 Florian A. Strahm, at this time student in law
at the University of Bern, and I undertook two research trips concerning
the Civil War and Henry Wirz. As a result, we produced a 400-page
book manuscript written both in German and English. It has not yet been
published. Strahm searched in the registers of German participants in
the war that also contain names of "Swiss Germans." He tried to
recognize Swiss names even though some of them had been altered. For
example, Zurbrilgg had become Surbrug and Surbridge or Nageli had
changed to Negley. All these efforts have helped us create a list of
names. In some cases the records were incomplete, and we could not
verify some specific military assignments.
A systematic and
comprehensive history of Swiss involvement in the American Civil War
remains to be written.
Acknowledgements
The tragic fate of my great-grand uncle, Hartmann Henry Wirz, was a
main reason for my interest in the Civil War and its connection with
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Switzerland. This interest has inspired my numerous research efforts,
meetings with scholars, as well as visits to relevant places. My father,
Hans-Georg Wirz (1885- 1972), a military historian, introduced me to
Swiss military history at home and abroad, including the American Civil
War. He had also gathered rich materials for the family archive found in
the Zentralbibliothek (Central Library) of Zurich. The historian Philipp
Krahenmann had spent many weeks in the first half of the 1990s doing
research in the National Archives in Washington, D.C., and he had
gathered large amounts of source materials. These notes were originally
intended for his military history dissertation under Professor Walter
Schaufelberger at the University of Zurich. The working title was

Schweizer als Soldaten im Amerikanischen Biirgerkrieg, gezeigt am
Beispiel des 15. Missouri Jnfanterie Regimentes [The Swiss as soldiers in
the American Civil War as demonstrated by the Fifteenth Missouri
Infantry Regiment]. For personal reasons, Krahenmann never completed
his dissertation, but he has allowed me access to his research materials.
Marianne Derron Corbellari allowed me to use her valuable Appendix,
and Regina Weibel entrusted me with the materials by her late husband
Jtirg Weibel (1944- 2006).
My collaborator, Florian A. Strahm, has created the register of
names with the relevant bibliographical data. David Vogelsanger had
suggested the topic and Thierry Martin reviewed the manuscript in
German. Jtirg Sttissi-Lauterburg, director of the Federal Military Library,
and his assistants also gave valuable support.
To them all I give my sincere thanks!
Heinrich L. Wirz
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1. The American Civil War 1861-1865 in Brief
Switzerland's civil war lasted about a month, cost 113 lives, and made
the new federal constitutional order possible. It was, as Joachim Remak
titled his book about the conflict, "a very civil" war. In contrast, the
American Civil War was the most costly of all of the nation's armed
struggles with losses of over 600,000 dead.
The Civil War also witnessed the most costly day in American
history. It was not Pearl Harbor on 7 December 194 l although it
involved the loss of 2,403 lives, nor the Allied Landings on D-Day in
June 1944 with 2,499 men killed, nor 11 September 200 l in New York
with 2,989 victims. The most costly day was on 17 September 1862, at
the battle of Antietam near Sharpsburg, Maryland, that cost 3,654 Union
and Confederate dead. The battlefield belongs, therefore, with those of
Gettysburg and Vicksburg as places to visit.

The Causes of the War
Armed hostilities between the Confederacy and the Union began in April
1861 and were to last four full years. This first "modern" or "total" war
involved 23 member states of the North with about 22 million
inhabitants, pitted against 11 member states of the South with 9 million
people. The South included 350,000 persons who owned about 4 million
slaves of African descent. South Carolina left the Union on 20 December
1860 soon to be followed by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana,
Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, Nmth Carolina, and Tennessee. They
constituted the Confederate States of America. Kentucky and Missouri
tried to remain neutral but were invaded by both sides. The western part
of Virginia left that state and was added to the Union as West Virginia in
1863.
The election of Abraham Lincoln ( l 809- 1865) from Illinois as
Sixteenth President of the United States severely alanned many in the
South. Lincoln embraced the program of the new Republican Party that
was committed to the strengthening of the North and West at the expense
of the South. It advocated an increase in tariffs, the opening of the lands
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of the West to settlers, thereby strengthening the numerical, territorial,
and economic dominance of the North, and to the prohibition of the
expansion of slavery in the new territories. Most importantly, the
northern states led by Lincoln proclaimed the Union to be permanent and
insoluble while the Southern States viewed it as a voluntary compact as
long as it corresponded to a member state's interests and socio-political
ideals.

12 April 1861 - The War Begins
In his inaugural address of 4 March 1861, Lincoln sought a middle
course. He hoped to avoid the use of force, but he insisted that it was his
duty to preserve the Union. In March 1861 the Confederate government
sent delegates to Washington, D.C. to negotiate the removal of the
Union's military fortifications and establishments in the South, but they
were ignored.
In April the provisions of Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor in
South Carolina were running low. To send fresh supplies was a
provocation. Lincoln sent provisions by sea and also informed the
governor of South Carolina, Francis Wilkinson Pickens (1805- 1869),
what he was doing. General Pierre-Gustave T. Beauregard (1818-1893)
ordered the Confederate artillery to open fire on Fort Sumter. The first
shots fell at 4:30 AM on 12 April 1861. The fort capitulated on 14 April.
On the next day, Lincoln called for 75,000 troops to put down the
rebellion.
Total War in their Own Country
Those events started a four-year civil war that deepened the enmity
between the two sections and exhausted the Confederacy. The losses on
both sides were staggering, and the war often involved much destruction
of property. These campaigns included William T. Sherman's (18201891) 250-mile "march to sea" in late 1864, which methodically
devastated a large swath of the land through Georgia and that of Philip
H. Sheridan ( 183 8-1888) destruction of the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia in 1864 and 1865 . Margaret Mitchell's novel Gone with the
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Wind, published in 1936, and the subsequent motion picture in 1939
featured the war's violence, destruction, and intense suffering. Other
important films of this genre include Birth of a Nation ( 1915),
Gettysburg (1993), Gods and Generals (2003), and Cold Mountain
(2003).
The Union Strategy
General Winfield Scott ( 1786- 1866), the army's commander-in-chief
from 1841 to 1861, planned to vanquish the Confederacy by the so-called
Anaconda Plan. The Anaconda was a South American giant snake. Just
as the Anaconda surrounds and then crushes its prey, Scott planned to do
the same to the South. With an army of 60,000 men, he planned to
launch a campaign from Cairo at the most southern point in Illinois on
the Mississippi River southward all the way to the Gulf of Mexico. At
the same time, the Union navy was to seal off the Confederacy's ports on
the southern and eastern coasts. Military encirclement and economic
blockade were thus to force the South into submission. Overall the plan
worked, but the blockade of ports was slow in having the desired effect.
Nobody had expected that the war would drag on for years, and only the
battles of Gettysburg and Vicksburg in 1863 would signal the eventual
turn of the tide in the North's favor.
Most of the fighting ended on 9 April 1865 when General Robert
E. Lee (1807- 1870) surrendered at Appomattox Court House in Virginia.
Lee was undoubtedly the most able and beloved of the war's leaders on
either side. He graduated second among forty-nine graduates at West
Point in June I 829, joined the Army Corps of Engineers, and was
wounded in the War against Mexico that was fought between 1846 and
1848. From 1852 to 1855, he was Superintendent of West Point and
involved in the training of numerous officers who were later to fight each
other in the Civil War. In 1861 President Lincoln offered Lee the
command of the Union Army, but he declined and instead led the troops
of Virginia, which he called the Army of Northern Virginia starting in
1862. From February to April 1865, he was the commander of all the
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confederate armies. Some scholars still consider him to be a military
gemus.

The Union Demand: Unconditional Surrender
The commander of all Union forces from 1864 to 1865 was Lieutenant
General Ulysses S. Grant ( 1822- 1885), an infantryman and also a
graduate of West Point in 1843. After leaving the army in 1854, he
became a farmer, a salesman, and an office employee. In 1861 he
returned to the army as a regimental commander and was made brigadier
general the same year. In 1862 he conquered the Confederate's Fort
Henry and Fort Donelson in Tennessee. When Confederate General
Simon B. Buckner (1823-1914) inquired about conditions of surrender,
Grant told his West Point comrade: "No terms except unconditional and
immediate surrender can be granted." Soon after, Grant was called
"Unconditional Surrender Grant." This demand became his policy
thereafter. His attacks in the Overland Campaign of 1864 caused huge
losses in the Union Army, and Grant was soon called, "The Butcher."
He was elected President of the ·united States, and he served two terms
from 1869 to 1877. He is buried in New York City, and his portrait is on
the fifty-dollar bill.
The American Civil War may be considered the first modem war
because of the use of modem technology and weaponry and the Union
policy of destroying, not only the Confederacy's military, but the civilian
structure which supported the South's forces. The war witnessed the
introduction of the repeating rifle, the machine gun, railroad-artillery,
land mines, and communications using the telegraph. Railroads became
The war also
crucial for the transportation of men and supplies.
introduced the use of submarines and ironclad vessels. The Union even
went into the air by using balloons for reconnaissance and artillery
spotting.
The Civil War was also a total war in which the Union destroyed
much of the South. This scorched earth policy caused civilians in the
South to suffer intensely from hunger, pillage, arson, rape, and death.
For the first time newspaper correspondents and photographers reported
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and documented daily events and influenced public opm10n. The
assassination of President Lincoln on 14 April 1865 by John Wilkes
Booth (1835- 1865) as well as the assassin's pursuit and death were
reported worldwide. The two-month trial of Captain Henry Wirz, too,
was widely covered by the media and helped shape public opinion.
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